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FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
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CINCPAC 

SECRET SEOUL 1903 
LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PDEV, KS, KN 

SUBJ: POSSIBLE NORTH KOREAN INITIATIVE IN SOUTH-NORTH DIALOGUE 

1. SENIOR KNRC RED CROSS OFEICIALS HAVE TOLD US THAT NORTH KOREAN 
SIDE HAS GIVEN FURTHER SIGNALS RE SOFTENING OF POSITION ON RESUM- 
PTION OE DIALOGUE. 

2. KNRC CHIEF NEGOTIATOR LEE BOM SOK TOLD POL COUNSELOR THAT NORTH 
KOREAN HANDLING OF MODALITIES RE UPCOMING MARCH 27 SNCC DEPUTY CO- 
CHAIRMEN'S MEETING AND APRIL 3 RED CROSS DELEGATES SESSION VARIED 
SIGNIFICANTLY FROM PAST. ACCORDINGLY NORTH KOREAN USED HOT LINE 
TELEPHONE MARCH 21 TO CONVEY MESSAGE THAT IN VIEW URGENCY OE NORM- 
ALIZING SNCC, IT WISHED TO CONFIRM THAT ROK SIDE WOULD ACCEPT 
MARCH 27 MEETING PROPOSED BY NORTH. IN PARALLEL EASHION, KNRC REC- 
EIVED MESSAGE MARCH 22 FROM NORTH KOREAN RED CROSS NOTING URGENCY 
OF NEED TO NORMALIZE RED CROSS CONFERENCE AND PROPOSING APRIL 3 
FOR DELEGATES MEETING (AT LAST DELEGATES MEETING NORTH HAD ORIGIN- 
ALLY PROPOSED APRIL 1 1 WITH SOUTH COUNTER-PROPOSING LATE MARCH). 

3. LEE SAID THAT IN PAST WHEN PROPOSING OR ACCEPTING MEETING DATE 
NORTH WOULD ALWAYS STATE FOR RECORD THAT PURPOSE WAS TO DISCUSS 
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NORTHERN PROPOSALS OR CONDITIONS. IN BOTH PHONE CALLS REPORTED 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


ABOVE THERE WAS NO MENTION OF PREVIOUS CONDITIONS AND PROPOSALS 
PUT ON TABLE BY NORTH. AS A CONSEQUENCE, LEE SAID THAT ROKG BELIE- 
VES THERE POSSIBILITY NORTH KOREANS MAY TAKE SOME FURTHER STEPS 
TOWARDS SOFTENING THEIR POSITION AND RESUMING DIALOGUE. LEE SAID 
IT IS POSSIBLE THAT AT MARCH 27 MEETING NORTH KOREANS MAY IN FACT 
PROPOSE RESUMPTION OF SNCC PERHAPS SUGGESTING PANMUNJOM AS THE 
SITE. HOWEVER, HE SAID MORE LIKELY DEVELOPMENT WOULD BE FURTHER 
SOFTENING OF NORTH KOREAN POSITION WHILE STILL RETAINING SOME 
AMBIGUOUS LINK BETWEEN SNCC RESUMPTION AND NORTH'S PROPOSAL FOR 
POLITICAL CONFERENCE. 

4. LEE SAID IT WAS HIS IMPRESSION THAT SNCC DEPUTY CHANG KI-YONG 
WILL BE INSTRUCTED TO CONTINUE FIRM LINE AT MARCH 27 MEETING. IF 
NORTH KOREANS DO PERSIST IN TRYING TO LINK SNCC RESUMPTION IN ANY 
FASHION TO THEIR POLITICAL CONFERENCE PROPOSAL, CHANG WILL PROB- 
ABLY REITERATE ROK POSITION THAT SNCC SHOULD RESUME FIRST AND THAT 
POLITICAL CONFERENCE PROPOSAL COULD BE AN AGENDA MATTER FOR SNCC 
DISCUSSION. IF NORTH KOREANS SHOULD PROPOSE UNCONDITIONAL RESUMP- 
TION OF SNCC LEE SAID ROKG WOULD PROBABLY HAVE QUOTE NO CHOICE 
UNQUOTE BUT TO ACCEPT PROPOSAL. 

5. LEE INDICATED THAT FINAL DECISION ON HOW TO HANDLE NORTH 
KOREANS AT RED CROSS DELEGATES MEETING WILL BE DEFERRED UNTIL ROK 
SIDE SEES WHAT HAPPENS AT SNCC CO-CHAIRMEN'S MEETING ON MARCH 27. 
PRIMIN KIM HAD ORIGINALLY INSISTED THAT ROK RED CROSS DELEGATES 
TAKE HARD LINE LIMITING THEMSELVES TO CONTINUING ATTACKS ON NORTH 
OVER FEBRUARY 15 FISHING BOAT INCIDENT. HOWEVER, PRESIDENT PARK 
HAS INDICATED THAT HE IS PREPARED TO AUTHORIZE ROK RED CROSS 
DELEGATES TO PRIVATELY SIGNAL TO NORTH THAT ROK SIDE WOULD BE 
PREPARED TO NEGOTIATE RESUMPTION OF RED CROSS CONFERENCE WITH 
PANMUNJOM AS VENUE. 

6. IN SEPARATE CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF, RED CROSS CHIEF SPOKESMAN 
SAID THAT NORTH KOREANS HAD INFORMALLY INDICATED TO ROK SIDE THAT 
THEY HOPEFUL MARCH 27 SNCC DEPUTY CO-CHAIRMEN'S MEETING WILL BE 
FINAL MEETING BEFORE NORMALIZATION OF SNCC. 

7. COMMENT: IN DISCUSSION REPORTED ABOVE, LEE GAVE CLEAR IMPRESSION 
THAT ROKG EXPECTING SOME SIGNIFICANT NORTH KOREAN GESTURE TOWARDS 
SOFTENING OF ITS POSITION AT UPCOMING SOUTH-NORTH SNCC AND RED 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 SEOUL 01903 260I38Z 
CROSS WORKING MEETINGS. 

8. DISCUSSION WITH LEE WAS BEFORE NORTH KOREAN QUOTE PEACE AGREE- 
MENT UNQUOTE PROPOSAL AND NORTH KOREAN POSTPONEMENT OF MAC MEET- 
ING (SEPTELS). HOWEVER, IT MAY BE NORTH KOREANS DO HAVE SOME 
BROADER TACTICAL CHANGES IN MIND. 
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